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GEO-GAME POLICY AND GUIDELINES

(includes Geocaching, L etter boxing, Geo-dashing, etc.)
This policy may be amended to include other geo-games, as those activities are created.

As approved by the Centre Regional Recreation Authority / CRPR Board on 8 Nov 05.
This policy will replace the” 1-Year Pilot Program” which concludes 30 Nov 05

Centre Region Parks & Recreation has been officially charged to manage and operate municipal park
facilitiesonbehalf of five participating municipalitiesand the Recreation Authority. CRPR maintainsand programs
the municipally-owned parks located in the Borough of State College and in the Townships of College, Ferguson,
Harrisand Patton. The agency also operatesthe Millbrook Marsh Nature Center, Centre Region Senior Center, and
two outdoor swimming pools - on behalf of the Centre Regional Recreation Authority.

Geocaching involves the placement of ‘caches (usually small containers) in natural areas. The general
location and geographi c coordinates of these cachesareshared onthelnternet, i.e. at www.geocaching.com. Global
Positioning System (GPS) users can then use the location coordinatesto search for and discover the caches. Caches
contain avariety of itemsand thevisitor isasked to leaveanew item to replace the one they removed. Cache owners
monitor the cache they placed with logbooks in the cache box, as well as on Internet sites.

L etterboxing involves the placement of small containersin natural or urban areas that contain a personal
stamp (usually a rubber stamp) and logbook. Participants follow clues, sometimes using a compass or maps, to
locatetheletterbox. Thelogbook inthebox isthen stamped with thefinder’ s personal stamp and theletterbox stamp
is stamped inside the finder’s logbook. Information on letterboxing, which began in Dartmoor England and has
spread to the USA, is available at www.|etterboxing.org

Geo-dashingincludesthe use of GPSunit to participatein agameinvolving predefined waypoints and does
not involve the placement of a physical cache. Therefore, no permit or approval is required for Geo-dashing.

Centre Region Parks & Recreation wel comesgeo-gaming asahealthy physical activity that encourages park
visits. The purpose of this policy is to establish management and placement guidelines for geo-gaming so as to
minimize the impact on natural and cultural resources in the municipal parks of the Centre Region. Permits are
required at this time for Geo-caches and Letterboxes only. There is no fee to obtain a Permit. Permits are not
required for Geo-dashing, however al park rules apply. This policy does not cover caches/|etterboxes located in
state parks, state forests, school lands, university lands, or non-park areas of municipal lands.

CRPR PROCEDURE FOR PLACING A

GEOCACHE ORLETTERBOX IN A MUNICIPAL PARK:
1. Read this Policy and Guidelines.
2. Complete the Permit Application.
3. Submit the application to the CRPR office (2643 Gateway Drive #1, State College, PA 16801).
4. A Permit or aDenial Letter will beissued to the applicant within 10-days.
5. Upon issuance of a permit, the cache owner may then place and promote the cache.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

The Cache/Box Owner is responsible for care and monitoring of the cache/box while on municipal park property.
CRPR isnot responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged items. Cache must be monitored monthly.

ALL Municipal Park Regulations must be followed, including the use of the park only during daylight hours (from
dawn to dusk). For acomplete listing of Centre Region Parks & Recreation parks, please visit the CRPR website at

Www.Crpr.org.

When choosing a location for a geo-cache or letterbox, owners should be aware of the perception of other park
visitors and non-geocachers. Caches that interfere with current park activities, pavilion reservations, or other
recreational park activitieswill not be approved. Also, cachelocations should not pose any danger to those searching
for the cache or to other visitors. CRPR retains the right to remove a cache in the interest of protecting the park
environment and/or visitor safety.

No archaeol ogical, historic, or ecologically sensitive sites should be used for cache locations.
No burying or digging is permitted. Cutting trees, shrubs, or plantsis also prohibited.

Geo-caches must be clearly labeled “ Official Geocache” with the permit number on the outside of the container.
Inside the container must be alog book, owner contact information, and a brief information sheet about geo-caching
for unexpected discoverersto understand the cache process. L etter boxesmust a so beclearly 1abel ed with the permit
number and contain a brief information sheet about letterboxing.

Thispolicy iseffectiveimmediately for all geocachesand letterboxeswithin the CRPR municipal park system. Non-
permitted caches/boxes may be removed and destroyed by CRPR at anytime.

CRPR will issue permits for “Micro” caches (such asa 35mm film container), “ Regular” caches (such as a plastic
kitchen container), and “Virtual” caches (no cache container, thelocationisthe cacheitself). Multi-stage cachesare
generally discouraged, but will be reviewed when information regarding each stage is submitted to CRPR. No
“Large” caches (i.e., buckets, ammo cases, pipe containers) are permitted.

Permitsfor aspecific sitewill be granted for 12 consecutive months from the issuance of the permit. Within 14 days
after the end of that period, the cache/box must be removed, the site restored to the original condition, and CRPR
notified in writing or by email of its removal. CRPR reserves the right to remove without notice and dispose of the
cache after the 14-day period.

Cache and/or Letterbox Site Permits will be limited to two current caches/boxes per park. It will not be the
responsibility of CRPR to maintain any type of “wait list” for permit slotsin a park.

The Cache/box owner must provide all application information and be available to accompany the reviewer to the
proposed cache/box location, if requested. A photo of the proposed site and of the proposed cache container should
be furnished with the application.

A list of container contents must al so be submitted with the permit application. No firearms, weapons, ammo, food,
alcohol, drugs, explosives, or adult items may beincluded in the cache. Cache contents must be suitable for all ages.

Cachesor letterboxes placed in CRPR municipal parks should be availableto the public viathe public website (such
as www.geocaching.com or www.|etterboxing.org). Caches for private access will not be accepted.

Ronald J. Woodhead, Director
Molly A. Hetrick, Recreation Supervisor-Nature Center

24 Oct 05 X:\Board\Policy-Files\GeoGames-Policy\GeoGames-Policy-05.wpd
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CENTRE REGION PARKS & RECREATION
GEOCACHING /LETTERBOXING SITE PERMIT APPLICATION

DATE:

CACHE/LETTERBOX OWNER INFORMATION:

Name: Caching Nickname:
Address:

Phone: Email:

CACHE/LETTERBOX INFORMATION:
Cache/box Name (as listed on geo/box website):
Type of Cache: _Micro __Regular __ Virtua __Letterbox OTHER:
Cache/Box Container Description:
Container Contents:

REQUESTED CACHE/LETTERBOX SITE LOCATION:

CRPR Park Requested:
Physical Description of Location:
Photoincluded: __ Yes _ No GPS Coordinates:

Description of hiding place:

This cache will be posted on the following URLS:

A photo of the proposed site and of the proposed cache container should be furnished with this application.

FORCRPRUSE ONLY:
Permit # CRPR- Date Issued:
Permit Expires (after 12 months):

APPROVED BY:

For acompletelist of Centre Region Parks & Recreation Parks or more agency information,
please visit the CRPR website at www.crpr.org
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