
 Centre Regional Recreation Authority

Millbrook Marsh Nature Center Advisory Committee

Meeting Summary (Draft) 

Wed., 18 Mar 09, 4:00 PM at the COG Forum Room

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL: (6 of 16 Appointed Members)

Dr. Rick Marboe, Chair Dr. Rob Brooks Mary Alice Graetzer Robert Ayer

Kathy Matason Alan Sam CRPR Staff: Molly Hetrick

2. APPROVAL OF THE MEETING SUMMARY
 - 18 Feb 09 Meeting Summary (postponed to April Meeting, no quorum)

3. CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE  c/o the Building Subcommittee
• Status Report

Rick Marboe reported on the Building Subcommittee’s progress in working with the architect and
engineers to develop a full schedule for construction, selection of flooring and interior colors,
discussion of the furniture and built in cabinets, and other specific details for the building. Molly
will be coordinating a meeting with Mr. Hamer, per his request in the June 08 letter, for his review
of these plans and a discussion of the current progress and timeline.

• Parking Area construction (action steps for the Advisory Committee)
The committee discussed the importance of this project and the next step for a meeting with Mr.
Hawbaker about donating the services for this project, as outlined in the 07 CPCVB Parking Area
Construction grant. Molly will reach out to Mr. Finley and Mr. Sturniolo in an effort to meet with
Mr. Hawbaker on this project. Committee members agreed that if this does not progress, other
construction companies should be contacted.

• College Township Planning Commission Meeting 
This meeting was held on Tuesday, 17 Mar 09 at the College Township Building and attended by
staff and Advisory Committee members. The Planning Commission reviewed the Land
Development Plan and approved it with some requirements that pedestrian access to the site be
clearly defined on the plan. Mr. Bowman from ELA group will make the necessary revisions and
the plan will be presented to College Township Council on 16 Apr 09.

4. BUSINESS ITEMS:
• Consider a recommendation to CRRA to waive the fees for the (Attachment #2)

Spring Creek Day Event on 04 Oct 09 from noon - 5 PM as requested by ClearWater
Conservancy: Jennifer Shuey (The regular fee is estimated at $320)
The committee discussed this recommendation and members present at the meeting were in support.
Dr. Marboe will email the full Advisory Committee for their recommendation and provide that
information to Mr. Woodhead. Motion was made by Rob Brooks, second by Bob Ayer. A vote to
uphold this recommendation will be taken at the April Advisory Committee Meeting.

• Consider a recommendation to CRRA to submit an application to list Millbrook Marsh
and surrounding green areas as “Wetlands of International Importance” under the
Ramsar Treaty: Dr. Rob Brooks
Dr. Brooks presented a slide show and details about the Ramsar Treaty and the other Ramsar
Wetlands in the United States. This status would enhance the current protected areas and allow for
educational opportunities to discuss the protection of wetlands internationally. The application for
this project will go through the US Fish & Wildlife Service, which is the US representative to



handle Ramsar applications. Dr. Marboe will email the Advisory Committee members with
information and Dr. Brooks will respond to questions. Members present were in favor of this
application and recommended it to the Board. Motion by Bob Ayer, Second by Kathy Matason. A
vote to uphold this recommendation will be taken at the April Advisory Committee Meeting.

5. OPERATIONAL REPORTS
• Spring Program Report: Molly

Molly reported that a new Program Coordinator, Melissa Freed, has been hired to replace the
originally hired Program Coordinator who was not able to begin the job in March. Spring programs
are in progress and a scheduling of school groups and field trips is very busy. Summer programs
are planned and being published into the CRPR Summer Leisure Guide. Summer camps are almost
full, along with a new Theatre camp being added this year that will be held at Millbrook Marsh
Nature Center. Additional scout programs are being offered and are well received by the scout
community. Molly is expecting a busy program season and is wrapping up staff interviews now to
prepare for the season.

• Facilities Update: 
Greg reported via Molly the Thompson Woods Subcommittee will meet in late March to review
the easement and evaluate compliance issues. A report will be provided for the next meeting.

6. ADJOURNMENT   
Next Meeting: Wed., 15 Apr 09 at 4 PM at the MMNC Barn
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